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Guarding One’s Eyes

' ( l HE TITLE OF THE PARASHAH OFTEN HINTS TO AN

underlying theme. Va’eira means, “And I appeared.” The root
is reish, aleph, hei ~ to see. In truth, re’fyah, seeing, is intrinsically
connected to the redemption from Mitzrayim. When the suffering
of Bnei Yisrael in Mitzrayim reached its peak, Hashem saw their

6 pain and summoned Moshe to redeem them, as it says (Shemos

(f

2:25), “Vayar Elokim es Bnei Yisrael; vayeida Elokim ~ Hashem saw
the Children of Yisrael; and Hashern knew.” In Parashas Va'eira,
the redemption began with the onset of the Ten Makkos.

The Mechilta (12:6) tells us that the Yidden in Mitzrayim had in
their possession four mitzvos: they were not guilty of sins involv-
ing adultery; they did not speak lashon hara; they did not change
their names (to Egyptian names); and they did not change their
language, but continued speaking lashon hakodesh. The first of the
four merits was that they were innocent of adultery: the only way

{ F for an entire nation to reach that level is through shemiras einayim,

q/( “Anochi eireid imcha Mitzrayemah ve’Anochi aalcha gam aloh,——‘-

guarding the eyes. Thus we see that they possessed the merit of
shemiras einayim during this crucial time.

The merit of shemiras einayim was already put into place many
years before. In Parashas Vayigash, the Al-mighty assured Yaakov,

ve Yosef yashis yado al einecha — 1 shall descend with you to Mitz-
rayim, and I will also surely bring you up; and Yosef shall place
his hand on your eyes” (Bereishis 46:4). This_may be understood
in the following manner: Yosef's adherence to shemiras einayim,

his commitment to kedushah (as seen by his refusal to succumb
to the enticement of the wife of Potiphar), was the catalyst for his
children to one day leave Mitzrayim.

Perhaps in the zechus of shemiras einayim, when the Yidden
were at the pinnacle of redemption, during Rrias Yam Suf (the
Splitting of the Sea), they merited viewing things that are gener-
ally not visible to_most human beings. Chazal inform us, “Ra’asah
shifcha al hayam, mah shelo ra’ah Yechezkel — Even a mere maid-
servant saw at the sea that which Yechezkel [a great prophet] did
not see” (Mechilta: 15:2).

Two of the mitzvos that remind us_of yetzias Mitzrayim are
tzitzis and tefillin. In the parashah of {zitzis, we read (Bamidbar
15:39), “Ve’lo sasuru acharei levavchem ve’acharei eineichem — And
you shall not explore after your heart and after your eyes.” The
next pesukim mention Yetzias Mitzrayim, implying a connection
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between tzitzis and Yetzias Mitzrayim. Additionally, within the

four parshiyos of tefillin shel rosh, which are placed “bein einecha
— between your eyes” (Devarim 6:8), there are two sections that
discuss Yetzias Mitzrayim. It seems that with these two “yetzias
Mitzrayim-oriented” mitzvos, we are provided with daily remind-
€IS to guard our eyes.

The Hebrew word for eye is ayin, the letter qyin has the numeri-
cal value of 70. According to the Gra (Baraisa Maaseh Torah), an eye
is called an ayin because it possesses 70 capillaries. There were
70 souls, shivim nefesh (Bereishis 46:27), who went down to Mitz-
rayim. Guarding our eves enabled us to break free of the shackles
of Mitzrayim, and helped to pave the path of re i e
descendants of those 70 souls.
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e A YOS 01 - That is Aaron and Moses - While in this verse Aaron is mentioned before

( Moses,

indicate that Moses and Aaron were equal.

in other verses, Moses’ name appears before Aaron’s. Rashi suggests that these variations

A pattern of dual leadership seems to have prevailed during major periods of Jewish history

it began with Moses_and Aaron and is exemplified today by the-Rav (Rabbi} and the Chasidic
Rebbe. Tdoses was the teacher par excellence. He was not called a king; he was Moshe Rabbenu, not
Moshe Malkenu, although he undoubtedly exercised royal authority: And a king (i.e. Moses] ruled in
Jeshurun [ie. Israel] (Deut. 33:5). Aaron, wha served alongside Moses, was not only a Kohen Gadol
but 2 teacher as well. In describing the Kohanite role, the prophet Malachi (2:7} declared: For g




Y
™

o

g

U

E

36

priest’s lips shall guard knowledge, and teaching should be sought from his mouth.

Both Moses and Aaron were teachers, but their methods and temperaments differed. The twp
majot traditions of_lorah teaching may e called that of the king (malchus)-teacher and that of
thé Samt (kedushah)-teacher. Moses was the prototype of the king-teacher and Aaron represented
the saint-teacher. Both of them enlightened minds, molded-chavacters and propagated the word
of Ciod. Both led their commmunities along righteous paths and made sacrifices for their welfare.
Nevertheless, their methods, their approaches, and the media they employed were different. In
terms of ultimate objectives, they were very close 10 each other, but their emphases varied.

—THe King-leacher addresses himsell i the mipd. He engages the intellect, analyzing, classifying,
clarifying, and transmitting the details of halachah with precision. He teaches texts and conceptual-
ized thinking, reconciling seeming contradictions and formulating underlying principles. Moses,
Maimonides, the Gaon of Vilna_and Rav Chaim Soloveitchik reflect the king-teacher par excellence.

THe saint-teacher, in contrast, even as e, deals with.the tex focuses his attention upon the in-
visible, intangible soul of the Torah. The Torah, like a human being, has—according to the Zohar—
hoth a physical “body,” consisting of a thought system and a moral-religious code, and a “soul,” an
overflowing inward life which can be felt but not understood. To feel the mysterious heartbeat of
the Torah, one has to identify with it. The sou! of man, his experiences, must somehow be artuned
to the soul of the Tor

e saint-teacher communicates with the heart. He tells the heart how to identify its own .
excited, accelerated beat with the Torah—to feel, not only to understand. He teaches man both
loyalty to halachah and the art of cleansing the heart of vulgarity, inhumanity, unworthy sentiments, °
uncouth emotions, and selfish desires. He teaches how a triumph is to be celebrated when the
Almighty has granted success, and how to cope with sadness and grief. The saini-teacher creates a
society of intense personal piety and subliminal closeness to God.

In the ecstatic and passionate love of God, it is the heart, not the mind, which predominatgs.

Prayér, more than study. i ' emphasis of the saini-teacher. The emotional represents ‘

the yearning of the soul to return to its origin. Man seeks to root himself in his source. The saint-
teacher responds to this craving of the human soul. ;

The king-teacher speaks to a select few, for not all are capable of being scholars; not everyone -
is,qualined [0 Undersand an abstract halachic or ecientific concept, let alone contribute to it. He
must be content with a limited group of the bright and the talented, the select few. The masses feel
despondent at being excluded.

The saint-teacher is a leader of the masses, Hor all Jews have hearts which can he set aflame. All
Jews possess sensitive souls and seek God. Chasidism teaches that every Jew, even the non-scholar,
is capable ol inding God I he seeks earnestly: And from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you
will find Him, if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul (Deut. 4:29). This assurance is
given to all Jews, not only to the learned few. Hence the teaching of the saint-teacher is democratic,
comprehensible, and accessible 1o the intelleciually uninitiated as well as to the philosopher. He
présides over an accessible court open to all who seek him for both spiritual and worldly guidance,
while the king-teacher confines himself tc the Beis Hamidrash (academy), speaking primarily to

( scholars, lamdanim.

%

Moses was a model of the Rav; Aaron of the Rebbe. Moses was a kevad peh, a non-verbal person,
not given to snall talk. easy. sociaizing ~and exlensive negotiations. He was Rabbenu, a scholar,
teacher, uniquely spiritually endowed, who communicated tersely what he had to say. He was a
teacher primarily 1o Joshua, the elders of Israel, and to others who were qualified to understand
the intricacies of Torah and halachah.

For a priest’s lips shall guard knowledge (Mal. 2:7) emphasizes Aaron’s lips, his persuasive style and
closeness to the people. His title was not Rabbenu, but Hakohen, which signifies a minister of God.

Nowadays, the Bav_the conieinporary reacher-king. has absorbed many of the gualities of
the Rebhe. not only teaching bug coming close 1o his people. The Rebbe, representing the modern
teacher-saint, now also emphasizes scholarship and the teaching role. The classic differences are
still there, but the lines of demarcation are al times blurred. Jewish leadership is most effective
when it combines the mind and heart in the worship of God. (Reflections, Vol. 1, pp. 160-168)
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